
ñReturn to the Lord your God, for God 

is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 

and abounding in steadfast love.ò  Joel 

2:13 

 

 The essence of the season of Lent is 

contained in the above verse and is 

frequently used in Lenten liturgies.  Martin 

Luther says the first commandment (You 

shall have no other gods before me.) is the 

one commandment on which all the other 

commandments are based.  Sin  essentially 

is our making something into a godð

giving too much time and attention to 

things such as money, work, sex, drugs, 

sports and fitness, family or whatever else 

we think is going to give us happiness.  In 

the process we neglect God, the one true 

source of all good.  Even though we are 

Christians and confess that the Lord is first 

in our lives, it is easy for our lives to get 

derailed because we are pulled in so many 

directions.  Yet God must be at the center of 

our lives if we are going to experience true 

fulfillment.   

 Lent is the time when we 

acknowledge and confess, ñI have gotten 

off track.  I need to get God back in the 

center of my life.  In order to do that I will 

give up what I have been so fixated upon 

recently (fast), and I will spend more time 

in prayer (also regular Sunday worship or 

midweek Lenten worship).  I have been too 

focused on myself and so I will give some 

of my time and/or money to help others I 

donôt even know who can really use 

itò (volunteer or give to a food bank, soup 

kitchen, donate blood, etc.).  These three 

practicesðfasting, prayer, giving to others 

in needðare the disciplines of Lent. 

 Now what will motivate you to do 

these things?  If prayer, fasting, and giving 

are the way we return to the Lord our God, 

then the words ñbecause God is gracious 

and merciful, slow to anger, and 

abounding in steadfast loveò provide the 

why and the motivation to do them.  We 

Christians look to the cross, and there we 

see Godôs grace, mercy and love poured 

out for us in suffering and death by the 

only Son of the Father.  Yet this is a love 

that does not end with death, but 

overcomes death in Christôs resurrection.  

This steadfast love of God is poured out 

on the cross for you and for me.  Look to 

the cross and you will be motivated to 

enter more fully into the season of Lent 

 Heed the words, ñReturn to the Lord 

your God, for God is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 

steadfast love.ò  Immerse yourself more 

deeply in life with God this Lenten season.   

Keep the first commandment to have no 

other gods.  Fast from worldly 

preoccupations, pray alone and with 

others, give to help others in need.  Be 

filled with the love of God.  Be filled with 

the God who is true happiness, joy, and 

peace. 

     In Christ, 
            Pastor Len 



Our homebound: 
Bev Bartels, Dorothy Briggs, Jane Jesse,  
Lillian Holmstrom, Betty Johnson, Walter & 
Margaret Bright 
 
In need of healing: 
Ella Kallio (Kallioôs granddaughterðhead 
injury), Renee Turner, Bailey Lowden (B. 
Goosen niece), Hannah Campbell (Williamsô 
granddaughter), Nancy Kapteyn, Jennifer (J. 
Haanôs niece), Mikel Willette (B. Haanôs 
niece), Arlene Nordby (J. Kingstonôs sister-
stroke), Sandy Dan Knight (M. Kallio friendð
Lou Gehrig's disease), Terry (S. Martz 
brotherðleukemia), Beth (J. Zylstra auntð
brain bleed) 
 
For those battling cancer: 
Jeanette Pierce (Burgessô friend), Nancy 
Momany (J. Toddôs aunt),  Rosie Palen (C. 
Scribnerôs sister), Rosemary Gabourie (J. 
Zylstraôs Aunt), Lynn Colby (Kallioôs friend), 
Shelly (Ed & Shariôs friend), Jeff Collier (S. 
Williamsô brother-in-law), Luke Peterson (E. 
Blackôs friend), Lee Haslick 
 
In need of strength: 
Jennifer & Jon Campbell, Jesse Orlow, 
Aleigha & Justin Pruitt 

If you have a prayer request, you can call 
ANY member of the prayer chain with the 
request.   
 
Members of the prayer chain are: 
 
Roberta Lewis  
 231-457-4323 or 616-638-6526 
Elaine Horner  
 231-777-2205 or 231-375-9732 
Mary Kallio  
 616-844-1695 
Shari Martz  
 231-773-5578 
Sarah Williams  
 616-842-8152 
Nicole Sportell  
 616-558-3764 
Laura Jones  
 231-760-0204 
Mark Burgess  
 616-997-4429 
Sandy Talo  
 616-846-6518 
Cindy Dahlgren  
 616-294-1624 

If you have an emergency, are in need 
of a hospital visit, have an upcoming 
surgery or are in need of pastoral care, 
please speak to Pastor Len or  contact 
him directly at 616-294-1624 (home) or 
616-498-2361 (cell). 

Please let Laura know if: 
1.  you have anyone you would like on the 
 prayer page or 
2.  have a name that needs to be removed 

Please review the names that are listed on 
the prayer page to check if  there are 
names that could be removed from it.    

Note to prayer team members:  Just a 
reminder: continue to call the next person on 
the list until you speak to a "real" person. 



Thank you so much to the anonymous 
giver of the generous Christmas gift to 
Cindy & me. 

Pastor Len 
 

Thank you  very much for the Christmas 
gift. It was sincerely appreciated. 

Pastor Earl & Glennice Merz 

Wednesday, February 14,  Ash 
Wednesday 

 
 6:00 ð 6:45 pm. Soup Supper 
 6:45 ð Holy Communion with  
  distribution of ashes 
 

Wednesday, February 21st and  
following Wednesdays 

 
òThe Mighty Acts of God in the Old 
Testamentó 
 6:00 ð 6:45 pm Soup Supper 
 6:45 ð 7:30 pm.  Holden Evening 
  Prayer 
 
 The lovely music of Holden 
Evening Prayer will include an 
interactive sermon time between 
pastor and congregation focusing on 
great stories from the Old Testament: 
creation, flood, exodus, and more.  
Come and join us!  Please note the 
earlier time for worship. 

¶ During Lent, if you are on the worship 
schedule for Sunday, you will also do 
the same activity for the Lenten 
Service. 

¶ If you are unable to be at church to 
perform your assigned volunteer help 
on Sunday, please find a replacement.  
Several members have gone south for 
the winter leaving us short handed on 
Sunday so please donõt just not show 
up.  

We are in need of volunteers to act as 
acolytes. This includes lighting the 
candles, assisting with communion, 
collecting the offering and extinguishing 
the candles. You will have to be robed. 
This is for all adults as we do not have 
enough children volunteering. 

LENTEN OUTREACH PROJECT 
 

Each family will receive a large 
brown bag to fill up with non-
perishable food items to be donated 
to local food pantries. 



Laminated Bookmarkers 
$2.00 each 

Bring in your empty pop cans or  
bottle return receipts. 

 The Womenõs Book Club meets 
monthly on the 1st Tuesday of each month 
at 7 pm at church.    
  
 The February book selection is òThe 
Day I Lost Youó by Fionnuala Kearney. 
 

  

Please join us for fellowship and discussion. 
ALL women are welcome to attend. 

Cost $10 each* 
 

Proceeds from cookbook sales  
will be donated to 

 

¶ The Burgess family  
¶ The Youth Groupõs fund for the ELCA 

Youth Gathering 
 

*Please note on your check that it is for 
the womenõs cookbooks 

2018 National Gathering 

Linda & Mike Anderson 
% Colony Beach Club 
4225 S. Atlantic Ave. 
Unit 150 
New Smyrna Beach, FL 32169 

 Mark Allan Powell will explore what 
Biblical stories mean to people around the 
world. 
 Powell, a professor of New Testament 
at Trinity Lutheran Seminary in Columbus, 
Ohio, has taught at seminaries in Estonia, 
Russia and Tanzania. He edited the 
HarperCollins Bible Dictionary and has 
written more than 100 articles and 25 books 
on the Bible and religion. 
 
Session one: Session two: Prepare the Way 

of the Lord (Luke 3:3-17)  
 

 In part two of this study we continue 
to explore how we identify with the 
characters of the Bible and how we discern 
what a story means to us based on those 
characters. Here we look especially at Luke 
3:3-17 and the preaching of John the 
Baptist to explore how people do not always 
mean the same thing when they say that 
something is meaningful.  
 

Join us as we study Godõs Word 
Tuesday., Feb. 20 @ 7 pm at church 
ALL women are welcome to attend 



Edgewood Lutheran Church 
Council Meeting Minutes  
December 12, 2017  

 
 
Present:  Pastor Len, Mary Kallio,  Roberta Lewis, Elaine Horner,  Ed Black and Karen Anderson  
 
Absent: Mark Hill, Rhonda Hill, Mark Burgess, Anna Burgess 
 
Opening Devotions - Mary at 7:00 pm.  
 
Minutes of Last Regular Meeting -November 14, 2017 
Motion made by Ed to accept the minutes as printed.  
Seconded by Roberta.  Motion passed. 

 
Pastoral Report - Pastor Len Dahlgren -  written report 

Last month we talked about guns in church and how to protect ourselves.  Pastor Len checked with the 
Muskegon Co. police.  Found out that the state police have a workshop which is expensive.  Ottawa has a 
workshop in January which is free.  Pastor will try to attend that and it is open to anyone.  Maybe Ed and 
Larry will attend. 

Pastor has plans to visit visitor Donna Veck 

Pastor talked to members of  Martin Luther Church (in a separate synod) who would like to have a joint 
service.  We will plan for one.  Pastor will talk to Mark H. 
 

Treasurerôs Report - Mark Burgess - no report 

 
Financial Secretary Report - Elaine Horner - written report 

Motion made by Roberta to receive the report. Seconded by Ed.  Motion passed. 
 

Mutual Ministry - Rhonda Hill - no report 

 
Ministry Reports:  
Worship Ministry - Mark Hill - no report 

 
Mission Outreach Ministry- Roberta Lewis - written report 

Our mission offering for the new year will change from Feed America to Water for Lutheran World Relief.  It 
takes $2500 for new well and that will be our goal.  We will deliver fruit bags to shut-ins.  Many do jobs 
without being on committees which is so appreciated. 
 

Property Ministry - Ed Black -oral report 

Ed did buy himself a sidewalker.  Group is doing well with keeping up with kitchen supplies. 

His post is closing.  He bought supplies like TP at discount prices. 

 
Youth and Family Ministry - Anna Burgess - no report 
 

Old Business  

Ed made a motion to renew Pastor Lenôs contract. Elaine seconded it.  Motion passed. 

Roberta made a motion to have Pastorôs compensation be designated for housing. 

Ed seconded it.  Motion passed. 

 
New Business  
 

Closed with the Lordôs Prayer - 7:50. 
 
Meeting schedule:    February 13th, March 13th, April 10, May 8, June 12, July 10, August 14, September 11, 
October 9, November 13, and December 11. 

 
Prepared by Karen Anderson 

 

 



Edgewood Lutheran Church

Financial Secretary Report

Year To Date - December 2017

Year To Date

December Totals Projected

Pledges 8741 82707.25 83000

Loose 573 4897.17 2500

Special & Holidays 420 1408

Designated 341 5395.23

Reimbursements 44 582.05

Miscellaneous 30 186.44

Operating Receipts 10149 95176.14

Gifts & Memorials 300 1490

ELCW 0 538

Other Receipts 300 2028

Totals 10449 97204.14

Prepared by Elaine Horner

EDGEWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH

STATEMENT OF REVENUES, EXPENDITURES & FUND BALANCES

For One Month Ending January 31, 2017

EXCESS

REVENUES <--------------FUND BALANCE---------->

FUND ACTIVITY REVENUES EXPENDITURES (EXPENDITURES) 1/1/2017 1/31/2017

OPERATING 7,181 6,306 875 119,494 120,369

GIFTS & MEMORIAL 200 200 2,670 2,870

ELCW 4 4 1,324 1,328

SCHOLARSHIP 0 3,043 3,043

PROPERTY 0 574,000 574,000

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE 417 417 15,848 16,265

YOUTH GATHERING FUND 155 155 2,782 2,937

Totals 7,957 6,306 1,651 719,161 720,812

Worship 7,045 500 ACTUAL YTD BUDGET YTD

Pastoral Ministry 1,085 REVENUE 7,181 8,687

Parish Education 6

Mission Outreach 61 1,006 EXPENSE 6,306 7,773

Youth & Family

Administration 0 890 EXCESS (DEFICIT) 875 914

Property 70 2,825

Totals 7,181 6,306

NOTES:

Budgeted y-t-d revenues ($90,340 annual) based on number of Sunday to-date (5 of 52)

Budgeted y-t-d expenditures ($93,270 annual) based on number of months to-date (1 of 12)

Cash Balance (including investments & imprest cash) $89,865 Mark Burgess



~Acolyte 
Training 

Office hours 9:30-2 

February  2018 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28    

Sunday School @ 9 am 
Worship Sundayõs @ 10 am 

Sunday School @ 9 am 
Worship Sundayõs @ 10 am 

~Mission Offering 
~Worship Ministry 

Blood Pressure Checks 

Womenôs Book 
Club 7 pm 

Quilting 9-12 

Quilting 9-12 

Office hours 9-11:30 

Office hours 9-11:30 

Office hours 9-11:30 

Office hours 9-11:30 

Office hours 9-11:30 

Office hours 9:30-2 

Office hours 9:30-2 

Office hours 9:30-2 

Pastor Len  9-1 

Pastor Len  

Pastor Len 

Heartwood   2:30 pm 

~Healing Prayer 
Service 

 

Chestnut Fields   2:20 pm 

Quilting 9-12 

Ash 
Wednesday 

Service  
6:45 pm 

Church  
Council 
7 pm 

~Outreach 
Ministry  

Office hours 9-11:30 Office hours 9-11:30 

Womenôs Bible 
Study 7 pm 

Office hours 9-11:30 Quilting 9-12 

Pastor Len  

Office hours 9:30-2 

Supper 6 pm 
Service 6:45 pm 

Supper 6 pm 
Service 6:45 pm 



SERVING THE LORD IN  
FEBRUARY & MARCH 

If you are on the schedule for Sunday, you will do the same thing for Wed. Lent Service. 
 

If you are unable to serve, please find a replacement and let Laura know. 
 

If you would like to be on the schedule, please let Roberta Lewis know. 

Duty Feb. 4 Feb. 11 Feb. 18 Feb. 25 

Assistant Minister Mark H Ed Mark B Karen 

Reader Roberta Mark H Anna Laura 

Ushers Rhonda & Ed Roberta & Elaine Gallagherôs Ed & Jamie 

Video Larry Laura Mark H Larry 

Fellowship Heidi Rhonda Shari Sandy B 

Childrenôs Sermon Anna Pastor Elizabeth Laura 

Cleaner(s) Shari & Elaine Larry & Roberta Jessica & Kelsey Larry & Joan 

Altar Flowers Elaine & Roberta   Dahlgren's Elaine 

Teller Ed & Rhonda Mark H & Anna Mark B & Mary Larry & Karen 

Acolyte Ryan Ava Anna Elizabeth 

Altar Guild Elaine Elaine Elaine Elaine 

Duty March 4 March 11 March 18 March 25 

Assistant Minister Mary Ed Mark B Mark H 

Reader Ed Laura Larry Roberta 

Ushers Ed & Elaine Roberta & Laura Roberta & Larry Roberta & Rhonda 

Video Larry Laura Mark H Larry 

Fellowship Shari Joan & Sandy B Elaine Rhonda 

Childrenôs Sermon Elizabeth Laura Anna Pastor 

Cleaner(s) Jessica & Kelsey Gallagherôs Larry & Joan Shari & Elaine 

Altar Flowers     Goosenôs Roberta 

Teller Ed & Karen Elaine & Mary Roberta & Rhonda Mark H & Larry 

Acolyte Ava Ryan Anna Elizabeth 

Altar Guild Shari & Sarah Shari & Sarah Shari & Sarah Shari & Sarah 



 

¶ Wednesdayôs at noon for the 
bulletin and Prayers of 

Intercession 
¶ 15th of the month for  

the Scroll 

Roberta will be 

available to check 
anyoneõs blood 

pressure on the 
4 th  Sunday of 
each month.  This 

e v e n t  i s 
sponsored by 
T h r i v e n t  f o r 
Lutherans.   

Birthdays 
 

 Ava Smith   2 
 Collin Smith  5 
 Sandy Merritt  7 
 Ben Burgess 13 

 
Anniversaries 

 
Roger & Barbara Kalmbach 2/6/81 
 

Weekly Scripture Readings  
 

Feb. 4    March 4 
Isaiah 40:21-31  Exodus 20:1-17 
Psalm 147:1-11, 20c  Psalm 19 
1 Corinthians 9:16-23 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
Mark 1:29-39   John 2:13-22 
 

Feb. 11   March 11 
2 Kings 2:1-12  Numbers 21:4-9 
Psalm 50:1-6   Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 
2 Corinthians 4:3-6  Ephesians 2:1-10 
Mark 9:2-9   John 3:14-21 
     

Feb. 18   March 18 
Genesis 9:8-17  Jeremiah 31:31-34 
Psalm 25:1-10  Psalm 51:1-12 
1 Peter 3:18-22  Hebrews 5:5-10 
Mark 1:9-15   John 12:20-33 
      

Feb. 25   March 25 
Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16 Isaiah 50:4-9a 
Psalm 22:23-31  Psalm 31:9-16 
Romans 4:13-25  Philippians 2:5-11 
Mark 8:31-38   Mark 14:1-15:47 or 
     Mark15:1-47 

 The 2018 calendar and altar flower 
charts are up.   
 Please be sure to post your meetings 
and events on the calendar so they can be 
included in the  Scroll and weekly bulletins.   
 If there is a specific reason for 
your flower donation, please indicate it on 
the chart. 



 

EDGEWOOD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
2525 E. Pontaluna Rd. 
P.O. BOX 353 
FRUITPORT, MICHIGAN 49415 
 
  ROOTED IN CHRIST  

 
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED 

 
As beloved children of God,  
we are called to love and nurture 
ourselves, our congregation,  
and our community. 
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Secretary: Laura Jones 
Office Hours:   Mon. & Fri. from 9 am-11:30 am 
  Wed. from 9:30 am ï 2 pm 
 
 
Sunday school - (Sept.-May)   9 am 
 Ages 4 yrs. old ï 99 yrs. old 
Sunday Worship -   10 am 
Communion every week 

Pastor: : Len Dahlgren 
Office Hours:   Wed. from 9 am ï 1 pm 
Home Phone: 616-294-1924 
Cell Phone: 616-498-2361 
 
Telephone - 231-865-3300 
Email -  edgewoodlutheran@frontier.com 
Web page - edgewoodlutheran.org 

2018 


